
 

RealTime Dynamix™: Hyperkalemia is a series of quarterly reports that allow for close-quarters monitoring of key   
performance metrics, focused on industry contact rates, brand gains and losses, key launch metrics and awareness of  
products in development.    For more information contact: info@spherixglobalinsights.com 

RealTime Dynamix™: Hyperkalemia 

With the introduction of Relypsa’s Veltassa in the beginning of 2016 and new competitors such 

as AstraZeneca/ZS Pharma’s ZS-9 potentially coming into play, RealTime Dynamix: Hyperkalemia 

provides  a detailed and timely look at how the hyperkalemia market is evolving with these new 

therapeutic options.   Highlights from the cardiology and nephrology perspective reports include: 

Clinicians are divided on their awareness of and preparedness for MACRA, MIPS and AAPMs,     

healthcare reform changes that have a significant impact on reimbursement 

Cardiology patients often present with a host of underlying co-morbidities with just over           

one-quarter having chronic kidney disease 

Considering all of                            

the patients presenting                

with elevated potassium levels       

in the past month, nephrologists      

reported more than double           

the treatment rates with                 

potassium binders compared      

to cardiologists with SPS         

being the most frequently                      

prescribed 

The more severe 

the CKD, the more 

likely nephrologist 

involvement 
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89% of             

nephrologists    

currently use 

Veltassa compared 

to just 50% of     

cardiologists 

Although the user       

base is not increasing, 

those that are prescribing 

Veltassa are expanding 

use, with the number of 

patients roughly doubling 

quarter over quarter 

Nephrologists, being more familiar with 

ZS-9, were more likely to view Veltassa 

as having more advantages compared to 

ZS-9, although, like cardiologists, most 

say it is still too early to tell 

75% of the Cardiologists indicated that they prescribed a K binder for at least some of their hyperkalemic       

patients – in 63% of the cases it was for SPS and for 37%, Veltassa 

Promotional emphasis on Veltassa continues to favor the nephrologists... 

...and the results show in terms of product adoption and trial  


