
 

 OVERVIEW 
The renal market is becoming more dynamic as new products (Keryx's 
Auryxia, Rockwell's Triferic, Relypsa's Veltassa and Roche/Galenica's 
Mircera) have become commercially available and as several pipeline 
products (Amgen's etelcalcetide, OPKO's Rayaldee and ZS Pharma's ZS-
9) get closer to approval. Renal Dietitians are not prescribers of renal 
products (phosphate binders, Sensipar, vitamin D, etc.) but very often 
influence the choice of products and play a key role in reinforcing patient 
adherence. 
 
RealTime Dynamix: Renal Dieticians is a parallel to the monthly survey 
of nephrologists. A comparison of use and attitudes between the two 
audiences is explored and content is heavily focused on the RDs role, 
preferences for bone and mineral metabolism products, new products for 
hyperkalemia, promotional activity directed at the RDs and dialysis units, 
protocols 

 

SAMPLE & METHODOLOGY 
A representative sample of approximately 100 Renal Dietitians from the 
Spherix Network will be surveyed in May and November 2016. The 
sample will be in line with dialysis chain market size and all RDs will work 
at least 30 hours per week. RDs must be in practice for at least one year 
to participate. The survey is approximately 30 minutes in length and RDs 
will be offered an honorarium in appreciation of their time.  

 

KEY QUESTIONS ANSWERED: 
 What are the key responsibilities of RDs and how do they 

perceive their level of influence for phosphate binder and SHPT 
therapy selection?  

 How do nephrologists and renal dietitians perceive Auryxia's 
impact on anemia parameters? Are RDs involved with anemia 
management in the units?  

 How are the newer iron-based phosphate binders; Auryxia and 
Velphoro, being used in the dialysis setting? How is this expected 
to change?  

 How is familiarity with new products for hyperkalemia trending and 
in what ways, if any, do RDs anticipate involvement with Relypsa's 
Veltassa?  

 What are the perceptions of current bone and mineral products? 
How might an agent like Ardelyx's tenapanor be adopted?  

 Are dialysis chains encouraging or discouraging the use of certain 
products?  

 

Products Profiled: 

Commercial Products  
AbbVie (Zemplar), AMAG 

(Feraheme), Actavis  
(Ferrlecit), Venofer), Amgen 
(Aranesp, Epogen,  
Sensipar), Fresenius (Venofer, 
Velphoro), Keryx  
Biopharmaceuticals (Auryxia), 
Roche /Galenica (Mircera), 
Relypsa (Veltassa),Rockwell 
Medical (Triferic), Sanofi (Renvela, 
Hectorol) Shire (Fosrenol) 
 
*Brand names and trademarks of 
respective organizations  
 

Pipeline Agents 

Akebia (vadadustat), Amgen 
(etelcalcetide), Ardelyx (tenapanor), 
Bayer (molidustat), Fibrogen 
(Roxadustat), GSK (daprodustat),  
OPKO Health (Rayaldee), ZS Pharma 
(ZS-9)   
 

Key Dates: 

Published December 2015 

Deliverables: 

 Data-rich PowerPoint slides 

 Frequency tables & summary 
statistics 

 On-site or webcast 
presentation 
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 RealWorld Dynamix: 
Hyperkalemia 

 Caseload Dynamix: 
Nephrology 

 

 To order or to get more information, please contact 
sales@spherixglobalinsights.com 

or call 800-661-0571 (US) or (41) 41 747 18 72 (EU) 

Renal Dieticians (US) 


