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OVERVIEW 
Increasingly nephrology practices are adding nurse practitioners and 

physician assistants, known as extended care providers (ECPs) to help 

manage the growing caseload of patients with chronic kidney disease.  This 

report examines the perspectives of the ECPs as they relate to the 

diagnosis, treatment and on-going management of renal anemia, bone and 

mineral metabolism and hyperkalemia.  The content will be separated by 

dialysis and CKD outpatient setting. 

  

SAMPLE & METHODOLOGY  

~100 US ECPs recruited from the Spherix Network will complete an on-line 

survey.   Recruiting is managed to capture a regionally and demographically 

representative sample.  At least 75 ECPs will practice in each setting.   ECPs 

must be in practice for at least 2 years and no more than 35 years and must 

work at least 30 hours per week.  All ECPs will be affiliated with office-based 

practices.  ECPs were originally recruited to the Spherix Network at the 2015 

and 2016 NKF meeting or directly through their affiliated nephrologist.  The 

responses will be compared to those of 100 nephrologists surveyed during 

the month of August and with 102 renal dietitians surveyed during the month 

of May 2016 

 

KEY QUESTIONS ANSWERED 
 What are the roles and responsibilities of the ECP and how do they differ 

from those of nephrologists? 

 What is the familiarity level of ECPs with the leading ESAs, IV iron products, 

Phosphate binders, Sensipar, Vitamin D and Hyperkalemia Agents? 

 What are ECPs brand perceptions for products in these categories and how 

do they compare with those of nephrologists? 

 Where do ECPs see the greatest unmet needs?  Which pipeline products 

are they familiar with? 

 What kind of promotional effort is spent on ECPs?  Which pharmaceutical 

companies do they most frequently interact with? 

 How do ECPs become familiar with new products?  What are the sources of 

information they turn to sources of information they turn to? 

 Which conferences do they routinely attend?  Which journals do they read? 

 

 
 

 

 
 


